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PRESS RELEASE N.14

From April 28th to May 1st at the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair
The Winged Fair stops in Ravenna
Numerous initiatives taking place in the province of Ravenna: Ornithological Festival, caravan, bike and horse gatherings 

RAVENNA. At the Birdwatching Fair, the Province of Ravenna is an indisputable protagonist. On the special occasion of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2006 -taking place in Comacchio, in the Po Delta Park Emilia Romagna from April 28th to May 1st - Ravenna will be hometown for the First Festival of Ornithological Reportage, exclusive setting for caravan, horse gatherings and several other excursions and initiatives.
The Festival is organised in partnership with the naturalist Francesco Petretti from Rai Tre TV broadcast Geo&Geo. At the Cinema City (via Secondo Bini 7, - Ravenna) the public selection of the videos and the special prize award, will be held by the primary school students’ jury of the Municipality. The contest comprises three categories: the first for specialists; the second one reserved to shots of birds in their natural habitat in Italy; the third meant for short, a few seconds’ shots. Rich and interesting prizes are offered by the exhibitors of the Fair. On 29th April 2006 at 9.30 pm, at the Manifattura dei Marinati building in Comacchio, the technical jury made of professional ornithologists, reporters, naturalists and people from the TV world, will present the ornithological “oscars”. Among the jury members, Sveva Sagramola, presenter of the TV programme Geo & Geo, Fulco Pratesi, president of WWF, Giuliano Tallone, president of Lipu, the ethologist Danilo Mainardi and Carol Debney from Bird Watching Magazine. the deadline for the participation in the contest is scheduled for April 14th. Works will have to be submitted by that date to DELTA 2000 – Festival of Ornithological Reportage– Strada Luigia, 8 – 44020 Ostellato (Fe). 

For those fond of nature and its beauties, the Fair proposes a three day horse ride to discover, from a different perspective but in total touch with nature, the Po Delta Park wonders. This is the aim of the second edition of “Horse back in the Po Delta”, the event organised in partnership with FITE-TREC-ANTE Emilia-Romagna and taking place at Tenuta Augusta farm house, Mandriole di Ravenna. On April 29th departure is scheduled at 9.30 am from Tenuta Augusta; the programme also includes a ride throughout the Delta Park down to the beaches in Casalborsetti (Ra). The afternoon will be dedicated to the visit of the pavilions at the Birdwatching and Nature Tourism Fair, set up along Fattibello riverbank in Comacchio, with a free shuttle at the horse gathering participants’ disposal. On April 30th, departure still scheduled at 9.30 to reach, through fields and lagoons, the beaches in Marina Romea (Ra). On May 1st the horse back ride to the naturalistic sites of interest, among the most appealing throughout all the Po Delta park area. Afternoons may also be dedicated to different and interesting activities scheduled every day according to the Fair rich programme. Bookings by April 20th (tel. 338-9464529). 

Travelling by caravan is very easy: the Po Delta is made of a huge net of roads making a comfortable enjoyment of this area possible and, in addition, it is equipped with stopping places and with some among the most beautiful camping facilities in Italy.  In particular, for those interested in open-air tourism, caravan rallies are scheduled (from April 28th to May 1st). Meetings are held at the caravan area in Casalborsetti (RA – Tel. 0544 444912), in collaboration with the Pro Loco Comacchio (FE – Tel. 051 6331814), in collaboration with the Municipality of Portomaggiore and organised by the Camper Club Italy. Both the rallies include activities and excursions related to the Birdwatching Fair, how to reach it by means of transport provided by the organisation.  
For those travelling by bike, other special meetings are scheduled: Le Pedalate nel Delta (Bike rides in the Po Delta) includes two itineraries by bike on April 30th. The first rally, organised in partnership with the Inter-municipality Association of Southern Romagna, Sant’Alberto district of Ravenna and coordinated by the bike guides of Lugo (RA), will depart from Alfonsine and will get to Comacchio, at the Fair. The second gathering develops through an itinerary in Comacchio and surroundings and it is organised in collaboration with l’ANPI and  Endas association of Comacchio (FE).

This year again the Fair will organise guided excursions to some of the naturalistic sites of the Delta park, in order to promote excursion activities and birdwatching, by supporting a stronger awareness towards the enjoyment of the most important wetland in Europe. It will be possible to join excursions during all the time of the event to some of the most beautiful areas of the Po Delta Park: Sacca di Goro; Comacchio Lagoons, Ostellato Lagoons; Ortazzo, Ortazzino, Pineta di Classe, Cervia Saltworks; Punte Alberete and Valle Mandriole (or “della Canna”), the pinewoods and Pialasse of Ravenna, Argine Reno, Valle Furlana, Boscoforte and the Museum of Ornithology of Sant’Alberto (from Wednesday to Sunday opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-1.00 p.m. and 2.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m.; on Friday evening opening time 8.30-10.30 p.m.; closed on Monday and on Tuesday open on request). All the excursions will depart from Comacchio by a 50 seat pullman to reach the different destinations and it will be possible to join more than one excursion a day. 
On Saturday April 29th then, the inauguration of the naturalistic route of Volta Scirocco will follow, and it will take place at the Palazzone, NatuRa Museum of Ornithology of Sant’Alberto. Visitors, guided by an experienced ornithologist, will reach Volta Scirocco oasis by an electric eco bus (info Visitor Centre: Palazzone Sant’Alberto, tel. 0544 528710).
It will also be possible to enjoy the use of a pullman provided by the organisazion and departing from Comacchio, bus stopping area of the Fair, at 2.45 p.m.(max 25 seats).

The students of the “Giuseppe Verdi” institute of Ravenna, in the breath taking scenery of the Loggia dei Mercanti of Comacchio, on April 29th and 30th, at 7.30 p.m., will be enlivening the evening with their “music aperitifs”. 

From April 1st, at the Visitor Centre of Cervia Saltworks and on the 22nd and 23rd April in Cervia, at the Casa delle Farfalle (Butterflies’ House) in occasion of the event “Farfalle & Co”, it is possible to have a try in the identification of the bird species living in the Po Delta, by testing one’s own birdwatching skills. To all the visitors a free Birdcard for a free entrance to the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair.
Besides, thanks also to the contribution of the Po Delta Park Emilia-Romagna and the Atlantide cooperative, an electric equipped pullman is driving around to let schools, other events and Mirabilandia, know about all the news from the Fair. 2006. 
The programmes on the web site: www.podeltabirdfair.it 
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